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What is safeguarding?  

The statutory government document “Keeping Children Safe in Education” sets out 
the legal duties that all schools must follow to safeguard and promote the welfare 
of children and young people under the age of 18 in schools and colleges.   

Safeguarding is defined as:  

• Protecting children from maltreatment 

• Preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or 
development 

• Ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision 
of safe and effective care 

• Taking action to ensure the best outcomes.  

Safeguarding covers a wide range of different aspects. These include types of abuse 
and how to spot them, reporting concerns, safer recruitment and promoting the 
welfare of children. The role of the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is critical to 

safeguarding.  

Spotlight on: online games 

We have had an increasing number of children talking about 

games with inappropriate content, including extreme violence and 

horror that they have accessed via platforms such as Roblox. This 

platform in particular poses potential risks that include exposure 

to inappropriate content, online predators and harmful social interaction. This is a 

significant safeguarding concern and we are aware that parents may not be aware 

of the dangers that these platforms present. Therefore we have included a 

helpsheet for parents and carers to help navigate these issues. An additional 

factsheet about horror games is also included. We have also included some top tips 

below about staying safe online and a link to further advice from the NSPCC.  

What to do if you’re 

concerned about a 

child 

If you are worried about a 

child’s safety, please contact 

one of our designated 

safeguarding leads (DSLs). 

MIS Safeguarding Team  

Mrs Lucy Chambers 
DSL 

Mrs Fleur Fisher 
Deputy DSL 

Mrs Marrianne Andrews 
Deputy DSL 

Mrs Claire Besant 
Deputy DSL 

Welcome to our latest edition of our Safeguarding Newsletter from Marchwood 

Infants’ safeguarding team.  This newsletter is designed to bring you the latest, 

relevant help and advice on issues we feel will be of importance to you. Previous 

editions can be found on our website.  

Safeguarding children is the action we take to promote the welfare of children and 

protect them from harm. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and anyone who 

comes into contact with children has a role to play.  

Don’t feel confident starting a conversation with your child about what they’re up to 
online? Read this advice from the NSPCC: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-

safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/  

Talk about staying safe 

online 

Explore their online 

world together  

Agree rules about what’s 

ok and what’s not 

Manage your familiar 

settings and controls  

https://www.marchwood-inf.hants.sch.uk/safeguarding-newsletters-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/


Acting on Concerns 

Our first priority is your child’s welfare and the school is required to take any 

reasonable action to ensure the safety of its pupils. There may be occasions when 

we have reason to be concerned that a child may be subject to ill-treatment, 

neglect or other forms of abuse. This includes occasions when a child has made a 

direct disclosure to us. We will ensure that our concerns about a child are discussed 

with parents/carers first if it is appropriate to do so. On some occasions, we are not 

able to do this due to the nature of the concerns. In this case school is obliged to 

follow the Child Protection procedures established by Hampshire Safeguarding 

Children Partnership and complete an inter agency referral. This is reviewed by a 

MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) team who provide triage and multi-agency 

assessment of safeguarding concerns. They make a decision as to what happens 

next and the most appropriate intervention is agreed in response to the person’s 

identified needs.  

Know the 4 types of 

child abuse 

 

Physical 

Deliberately physically 

hurting a child. 

Emotional 

Causing a child ongoing 

emotional harm. 

Sexual 

Any sexual activity with a 

child. 

Neglect 

Continually failing to meet 

a child’s basic needs.  

There is a wealth of information available online. Please visit https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/

home.page to find out more.  

If you have concerns about a child, please contact:  

Hampshire Children Services 

Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 5pm 
Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm, phone 0300 555 1384 

At all other times, contact the out-of-hours service, phone 0300 555 1373 

https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/home.page
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/home.page
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