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SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Progression in Speaking and Listening
	Skill
	Pre-School
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Attention
	Listens briefly during stories and play.
	Maintains attention during group activities.
	Sustains attention during teacher-led sessions.
	Maintains attention across varied contexts.

	Understanding
	Follows simple instructions.
	Follows two and three-step instructions.
	Understands increasingly complex language.
	Responds appropriately to more abstract ideas.

	Expressive Language
	Uses words and short phrases.
	Speaks using full sentences.
	Explains thoughts and experiences clearly.
	Uses ambitious vocabulary and detailed explanations.

	Vocabulary
	Learns and uses new words through play.
	Uses curriculum vocabulary.
	Expands vocabulary across subjects.
	Selects vocabulary precisely for audience and purpose.

	Discussion
	Takes turns in conversation.
	Participates in conversations with adults and peers.
	Contributes appropriately during discussions.
	Builds and responds to others' ideas thoughtfully.

	Oracy
	Retells experiences through play.
	Retells stories and events.
	Speaks confidently to an audience.
	Presents ideas clearly and persuasively.


Assessment Checkpoint
End of Pre-School
· Communicates wants, needs and ideas.
End of Reception
· Speaks confidently in full sentences.
End of Year 1
· Participates effectively in discussion.
End of Year 2
· Uses spoken language confidently for a range of purposes.

	Phase
	SEND
	EAL

	Preschool
	Intensive interaction, communication boards, visual supports.
	Language immersion through play, songs and routines.

	Reception
	Targeted speech and language interventions, structured conversations.
	Partner talk, modelling and repetition of key language.

	Year 1
	Scaffolded questioning and supported discussion groups.
	Explicit language structures for explaining and reasoning.

	Year 2
	Opportunities to present, explain and justify ideas with support where needed.
	Development of academic language and discussion skills.




image1.png
7 pan

Love TrustTruth
Learning forLife




