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WRITING
Progression in Writing
	Skill
	Pre-School
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Physical Development
	Develops core strength and fine motor control.
	Uses an effective pencil grip.
	Forms letters accurately and consistently.
	Produces fluent, legible handwriting.

	Mark Making
	Creates purposeful marks. Gives meaning to marks.
	Writes recognisable letters and words.
	Writes simple independent sentences.
	Writes sustained pieces for different purposes.

	Phonics into Writing
	Attempts sounds in words.
	Uses phonics to encode words.
	Applies taught spelling patterns.
	Applies spelling conventions independently.

	Composition
	Talks about ideas before recording.
	Writes labels, captions and simple sentences.
	Sequences sentences logically.
	Develops ideas in extended writing.

	Grammar
	Uses spoken language to express ideas.
	Constructs simple sentences orally and in writing.
	Uses basic sentence structures accurately.
	Uses varied sentence structures effectively.

	Punctuation
	Understands writing carries meaning.
	Begins to use finger spaces and full stops.
	Uses capitals and full stops consistently.
	Uses a wider punctuation range accurately.


Assessment Checkpoint
End of Pre-School
· Creates meaningful marks.
· Uses increasing control when drawing and mark making.
End of Reception
· Writes simple sentences independently.
End of Year 1
· Writes coherent sequences of sentences.
End of Year 2
· Writes effectively across a range of purposes.

Writing Adaptations by Phase
	Phase
	SEND
	EAL

	Preschool
	Fine motor support, mark-making variety, sensory writing opportunities.
	Language-rich role play and vocabulary development.

	Reception
	Adapted writing tools, letter formation support, oral rehearsal.
	Picture prompts, sentence modelling and vocabulary teaching.

	Year 1
	Writing frames, reduced writing load where appropriate, alternative recording.
	Sentence stems, word banks and structured modelled writing.

	Year 2
	Editing checklists, scaffolded compositions, technology support if required.
	Vocabulary expansion and support for increasingly complex sentence structures.
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