
 

Message from Mrs Atkins 
This week I have been thinking about how we prepare our children for the 

next stage of their education and how they can be equipped for the world 

ahead of them.  Resilience plays a key part in this and at Marchwood CofE 

Infant School we try to teach the children that sometimes we may have 

uncomfortable feelings, or may not like doing something, but actually  

sitting with those feelings, or carrying on regardless may be necessary. You 

can help with this by talking through any difficult emotions with your 

children and encouraging them to wait or take turns in your everyday 

activities. If you need any support with this, then please speak to your class 

teacher or our ELSA Mrs Besant.  
 

You may have seen in the recent news increased research into the impact 

of smart phones and technology on young children and their 

development. Along with the local Junior and Secondary schools we  are 

committed to making our schools smartphone free and emphasising that 

we do not want primary school children to bring a smartphone to school. 

This 10-minute video from the parent group Smartphone Free Childhood 

tells us all everything we need to know about why this is necessary and 

how we can achieve it, pulling together:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFsiYAsgx7U&t=7s. 

Have a lovely weekend 
 

Sally Atkins 
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Diary Dates   

 

  October 
•    MONDAY 13TH  

        PINS WORKSHOP 1-2PM,  
        ALL PARENTS WELCOME 

•    TUESDAY 14TH  

        PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

•    WEDNESDAY 15TH  

        PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

•    TUESDAY 21ST 

        Y1 TRIP TO MARWELL ZOO 

•    TUESDAY 21ST 

        PTA AGM   
        ALL WELCOME (ADULTS ONLY)  6.30PM 
        SCHOOL HALL 

•    WEDNESDAY 22ND 

        YR PARENTS CURRICULUM MEETING 
        6.30PM-7.30PM 

•    THURSDAY 23RD 

        HARVEST SERVICE- ST JOHNS CHURCH 
        9.45-10.30AM, ALL WELCOME 

•    THURSDAY 23RD 

        AUTUMN DISCO  

•    MONDAY 27TH - FRIDAY 31ST 

        HALF TERM BREAK 

 

 November 
•    TUESDAY 4TH - MONDAY 10TH 

        SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IN SCHOOL 
         2.45PM - 3.45PM 

•    FRIDAY 14TH  

        CHILDREN IN NEED 

•    FRIDAY 14TH  

        PINS WORKSHOP 1-2PM,  
        ALL PARENTS WELCOME 

•    WEDNESDAY 20TH 

        NASAL FLU IMMUNISATIONS 

•    THURSDAY 27TH 

        CHRISTMAS ART DAY - PARENT HELP  
        NEEDED 

•    FRIDAY 28TH 

        INSET - SCHOOL CLOSED FOR CHILDREN  
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Bible Verse for the Week 
 

 
Psalm 107:1 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is 

good; his love endures forever. 

 
 

Late Collection 
Please can we remind every-one about the importance of picking children 

up from school on time.  We have an increasing number of children being 

collected from the office at the end of the day, often not being collected 

until nearer 3.30pm or beyond. The school day for Year R finishes at 3.10pm 

and Year 1 & 2, 3.15pm.  Late collection can be upsetting for children and 

teachers often have to be in other meetings by 3.30pm, so it would be 

appreciated if every-one could try to be on time.  Our Pupil Collection Policy 

can be found on our website: 

https://www.marchwood-inf.hants.sch.uk/policies/ 
 

Thank-you for your support with this matter. 
  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFsiYAsgx7U&t=7s
https://www.marchwood-inf.hants.sch.uk/policies/
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Autumn Disco 
We would like to invite all the children to an evening of music, fun and 

games with their friends on Thursday 23rd October 2025. 

 

 

 

Tickets will cost £3.50. Please order your tickets by returning the letter slip, 
for cash payments, or pay by card via the ‘Clubs‘ area on Arbor.   Please 
purchase by the end of the day on Wednesday 22nd October. (A limited 
number of tickets will be available on the door but please pre-order if you 
can). A physical ticket will not be issued, there will be a list on the door of paid 
participants and payment will also show on your Arbor portal. 

Tuck will be on sale before you enter so your child can choose their treat and 
this will be put in a named bag for them to enjoy at snack time.  We will also be 
selling glow toys (£3.00 each) 
We need extra help to run this event so if you can volunteer for one or multiple sessions, please email 

adminoffice@marchwood-inf.hants.sch.uk  to let us know in advance. 

 If your child is receiving an 

award, you will be invited to 

celebrate with them on Friday 

at 2.30pm. Invitations will be 

sent on a Wednesday.  
 

Parents of children with 

birthdays or certificates 

outside of school are also 

welcome to attend.  

Courage 

PTA AGM 
Tuesday 21st October 2025, 6:30pm. School Hall.  Refreshments 

provided.  
 

Please don’t forget to return the slip on the blue PTA AGM letter sent 

out this week.  It would be a real shame if the PTA had to close after so 

many years of creating memories and supporting 

our lovely village school. 
 

All parents are invited to this meeting so please 

come and find out about what we do, give your 

ideas and meet like minded parents and staff.  

Thank you 

PTA Team 

Conker Competition 
Our annual conker competition is running over the 

coming weeks, inviting children to find the biggest 

and the best! There will be a certificate for the 

biggest conker (not to be confused with the most 

conkers!) You can only enter one conker so choose 

your biggest!  All entries should be sent to Mrs 

Atkins, clearly marked with the child’s name and 

class. Our conker competition closes on Friday  24th October.   

 This week we are celebrating… 

Holly Class 

Albie R and Nina W 

Oak Class 

Holden C-W and Hollie T 

Elm Class 

Matilda H and Otis M 

Rowan Class 

Charlie P and Willow C 

Beech Class 

Bethany C and Alfie C 

Sycamore Class 

Everlyn H-S and Maame A 

  Arrival Collection 

Year R 4.00pm 5.30pm 

Year 1  4.30pm 6.00pm 

Year 2  5.00pm 6.30pm 

mailto:adminoffice@marchwood-inf.hants.sch.uk


Kids With Bricks 

The theme for this half term is  The Ancient World. 

The children created models of a Trojan horse. The models were fantastic! 

The children learnt that the Trojans had been locked in a battle with the Greeks for 10 

years. Try as they might the Greeks couldn’t break through the enormous gates of the 

city of Troy until the Greeks came up with an idea made of wood. The Greek army built 

a giant wooden horse and left it outside the gates of Troy. The Trojans believing it was a 

gift from the gods took it inside the city, but unbeknown to them, men from the Greek army were 

hidden inside the wooden horse. They let themselves out at night and opened the gates to the city of 

Troy allowing the Greek army in! The children also discovered the term ‘Trojan Horse’ is now used in 

computing. A ‘Trojan’ is a sneaky virus that hides inside something harmless just like the original. 

Last week thanks to so many votes Marchwood C of E Infant School achieved first place for their entry. 

Well, done! 

When everyone had finished their model, the best one was voted for and a photo was uploaded to the 

competition page of the Kids With Bricks website. At the end of the term the results from the leader board 

are looked at. For the school that has gained the most points that term, prizes are sent to all the children 

in the club! Anyone can vote for the best model, so have a look and place your vote before Monday. 

 Please use the link below and select our school. 

 https://www.kidswithbricks.com/voting-page 
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Gardening Club 

This week we continued our efforts in uprooting all the old 

dead plants and getting those ready to compost. We have 

turned over the soil and reorganised our area. We planted our 

first garlic bulbs and some daffodil bulbs too with more to 

plant in our next session. A big thank you to Felix SB's dad 

who donated a GIANT elephant garlic for us to plant! 
 

We have had a few pots donated, thank you very much! We 

are just a few away from 

having enough ready to plant 

for each classroom and office 

in a few weeks. Please consider 

donating any old indoor pots 

you have lying around.  
 

We have also moved a second 

giant tyre so watch this space 

for another fruit tree to be 

planted in the coming months. 

What do you think it will be? 
 

See you soon! Mr Warren 

https://www.kidswithbricks.com/voting-page


Nasal Flu Immunisations 
Your child’s annual Nasal Flu Vaccination is now due. The vaccine helps protect against flu, which can be a 

serious or life-threatening illness.  
 

Click the link below for the electronic form and 

information about the vaccine. You will need to input the 

School Code below to complete the form. Access to the 

form will close two working days prior to the session.  
 

School Code: SH116299 

Session date: Thursday 20th November 2025 

Year Group: Year R – 2 

Link to website: Annual Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme 

- Hampshire - Parents: Health for Kids  
 

The nasal flu vaccine contains products derived from pigs 

(porcine gelatine). To opt for the porcine gelatine free 

inactive flu injection, select NO to the nasal flu 

immunisation and you will be given further options. More 

information for parents is available from www.nhs.uk/

child-flu.  
 

Alternatively, if you decide you do not wish your child to 

receive the vaccine against flu, please complete the form 

to record your decision. This will enable us to update your 

child’s immunisation record.  
 

From the NHS School Age Immunisation Service  
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Harvest Festival 
 

We will be supporting Waterside Food Bank to celebrate Harvest.  

Donations can be brought into school from Monday 20th October. 

Please see the list for ideas of what to donate.  Food items must be 

in good condition and in date.  

The service will be on Thursday 23rd October at  St John’s Church, 

Marchwood, 9.45am -10.30am.  All of our families are invited to 

attend.  We will also be looking for parent help (otherwise child 

free) to walk to and from the church.  

Please let your class teacher know if 

you are able to  help.        Thank you 

https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/hampshire/annual-nasal-flu-vaccination-programme/
https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/hampshire/annual-nasal-flu-vaccination-programme/
http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
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Spare Undies 
 

We are running short of spare 

underwear, in particular socks.  If you 

have any that you are happy to donate, 

we would be very grateful.  Thank you 

 

 

Here’s your free copy of the UK’s 
largest parenting title - Enjoy! 
CLICK HERE 

 

Like & follow us on 

  

http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=eokt719lTeJUWk_fVS_gYFykj9b0D2Iep8qMdc0kuqOoHMxgh6sgUZDl002mVHg8Ezaw9iz6XkzS5xHMz2gGU9Jt5YSss8Tz42Te41_GVCYgaxuZ874aCSiBLqca0Ntnw2lWrM05GgmsulHlh733FZnPUz-3HxEH_d4pN0SxcwASgiX2OfTy0X0WeVQG1uXNrl35Dz88kh2w2Gcf9jLnu7D-
http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=6kcQbdHhh59VDZxTTPlxubOGbYd3lFsfr-B0MJtdEixk1y_q2_4JQejgrrPYhz6pUs_dXQqtt_xomaOXezRhvXL5Gc1YYCj8DwYSOxpckyZ5-MQ6GP7z5cp-zb1L9zpartBwlIOfyBGQASRK9t7NHQNX244MEo2S60V6NK4kF4jzANnzjjYiw0arI-Y-VDrP8FXvfBw7dGKk5VrlyNh
http://track.smtpsendemail.com/9092826/c?p=gyqD-P2_FCmd9bSt6Kqn5c65vc9UtDxgf9Hwb8TQ-pHJxrDx4zczWkA1gLgrOHmB01hpuEH9-e58HK5dAtMkMnW1muvbsKPAI62m63PVtOvwYHvKG6UsqEBFg5wFmL6_PmRFGZv1g01dsmcdr82ZyvWmFMKD2JOSIBJH5PMi3rHl-5BFAnIkKlNed9064Ao4-KfVfxJnP37I8Hh14UO


Attendance 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting good attendance and punctuality. Each 

week we will be celebrating the class with the highest level of attendance and they 

will win Stella, our attendance star in their class for the following week.  

Attendance for 6th October - 10th October 2025 

Holly Oak Elm Rowan Beech Sycamore 

95.17% 97.73% 96.3% 94.47% 97.24% 93.79% 
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In collective worship this week  we have been thinking 

about our school value of ‘Hope’. 

Year R: Ask me why Incy Wincy climbed the spout  

and what was at the top? 

Year 1: Ask me what instruments did I play in music this 

week? How did they sound?  

Year 2: Ask me about ‘Maps’. What is a key and  

what is an aerial view? 


